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I am well into my second year of ministry here at Advent Lutheran Church and I have to tell 
you I am filled with gratitude for all that the Holy Spirit is doing in our midst. We are truly 
blessed. 

It feels like it was only a few weeks ago that I was landing at the Orlando International Airport, 
nervous about my interview with the Call Committee. 

It’s always a little dicey working out those details so that a pastor can slip away and interview 
with another congregation, not really knowing if God is going to call you away from your 
current congregation, and not wanting to unnecessarily stress anyone if it turns out that God 
isn’t calling you away. But it is a necessary part of the journey, everyone prayerfully listening as 
the Holy Spirit speaks and leads through the process. 

Can you imagine what it would be like if the pastoral candidate that the Holy Spirit was trying 
to lead to a particular congregation just blew it off and said, “I don’t really feel like getting 
involved right now.” Or if the Call Committee decided that they were really too busy to meet 
and that they would get around to it “when everyone felt like it”? 

It sounds ridiculous to even suggest such a thing because the urgency involved with calling a 
pastor seems so obvious to anyone who has ever been involved with a congregation. 

During this Easter Season, when we focus special attention on Jesus’ resurrection from the 
grave, I want to suggest something which may seem radical to you at first. 

Your attendance at worship and involvement with your congregation carries with it the same 
sort of urgency that surrounds the pastoral candidate and the call committee. 

The Bible makes it clear that you have been given spiritual gifts that the congregation 
desperately needs, spiritual gifts that you need to exercise. If you do not make a determined 
effort to share your gifts in the ministry of Advent Lutheran Church, we all suffer. (Imagine the 
Body of Christ without a hand or foot.) 

The Bible also makes it clear that you will not experience the presence of Christ or grow in 
your relationship with God (in the way God hopes you will grow) without being an active part 
of a vital body of believers. 

Christ is risen! The world needs to know. It won’t happen unless you show up, ready to 
worship, ready to serve, ready to grow. It’s that important. 

Serving with you, 

 

Commission Articles  
Advent Kids    11 

Celebrations    14 

Christian Service    17 

Evangelism      8 

Memorial Giving    15 

Men’s Group     9 

Prayer Concerns    19 

Property Report             16 

Quick Reference Page   18 

Spiritual  Response   16 

Stephen Ministry    15 

Stewardship                        6 

Women’s Group  9/10 

Youth                            13 

 

 



 2 

 

Dear Readers: 

 
This month's printed issue of the Advocate is actually the April/May issue.  There are several reasons 
why we are combining the two months but mainly, Carol Stanton, our hard working Advocate editor and 
production manager, will be having surgery on a her foot which will take her out of the office for at least 
a week. 

 
You will continue to receive ministry updates through our weekly Announcements provided at each 
service. 

Thank you, 

Carol Ann Maynard 

Parish Administrator 

“Go into all the world…”  

 

It is an awesome thing to be a sending church.  It is a gift to the whole body of Christ. Advent 

continues in that tradition as one of our own, Leah Lawson, begins her seminary training this 
summer at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. Leah will need our prayers and our 
encouragement. Seminary is an extremely demanding, master’s level course of study which includes 
a great deal of “on the job” training in the midst of the academics. She will also need our financial 
assistance. Although the greater church and the seminary itself covers 75% of the cost of a pastor’s 
education, it is expensive to provide the level of excellence ELCA seminaries insist upon. Imagine 
being able to study the Bible with one of the top scholars in the nation along with 15 or 20 other 

students. It is powerful, effective education and worth every penny. Advent is setting up a fund so 
that any individual in our congregation who feels led to do so can give to help Leah or any other 
seminary student from Advent that God might call in the future. We also hope to dedicate some 
offerings from our special services (such as mid-week Advent services) to help Leah and others who 
are following God’s call to full time Christian service. Pray for Leah and also pray about what part 
God is calling you to play in helping to fund her seminary education. Investing in her training is 
really an investment in the future of the whole church. 

FYI – The approximate annual cost for single person to attend seminary is between $26,000 and 
$30,000. 

 

 

While every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information in the Advocate we apolo gize for any 
errors or omissions.  Please call the church office with any errors or omissions and we will correct  them in the next 

issue.  Thank you for your patience and understanding!  
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March 28 th  - Palm/Passion Sunday - Regularly scheduled times  

March 31st - Healing Service - 11:00 am & 6:00 pm  

April 1st - Maundy Thursday - 6:00 pm followed by a Christian Seder Dinner at  
ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH* at 7:15 pm                                                              

(immediately following the Maundy Thursday service)  

April 2nd - Good Friday - 12 noon & 6:00 pm  

April 3rd - Saturday Easter Vigil and First Communion - 5:00 pm                       
April 4th - Community Easter Sunrise Service - 6:30 am                             

POW/MIA PARK (formerly Pineda Landing Park)                                             
5995 N US Highway 1, Melbourne                                                                          

(From the Pineda Causeway (SR -404), 0.3 miles north on US Hwy 1, on the right.)  

 

Easter Sunday                                                                                    
Regularly scheduled times  

*Please note change in Seder Meal Location  

FIRST COMMUNIONFIRST COMMUNIONFIRST COMMUNION   
First Communion will be held on  

April 3 rd  at 5:00 pm as a part of the  

 Saturday Easter Vigil service.   

 

First communion class will be held on Palm Sunday,  

March 28th at 12:15 pm in the Knoedler Center   

for third grade children and older.  

 

Lunch will be provided.   

Please call the church office at 259 - 8515 ext 221  if your child will be participating .  
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

The Gift of Renewed Worship  

D uring the month of April, the Worship and Music Commission will be sponsoring a 
drive to purchase new hymnals for the congregation.  The goal is to purchase at least 200 copies 

of Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the new Lutheran resource that first came out in 2006.  This worship book is more 
comprehensive than any previous resource — yet it is the same size as the Lutheran Book of Worship. It represents 
the full breadth of the church, including much that churches have known and cherished from existing resources, while 
incorporating new liturgies, new hymns, and new texts into one core resource. 

 
This appeal will be for individuals to purchase one or more hymnals at the cost of $25 each.  If 200 
people each purchase one hymnal, we will meet our goal!  This will not be a part of the church’s 
general budget.  Special envelopes will be available, and the envelopes will have a place to indicate 
whether the books are given in honor of, or in memory of loved ones.   

 
Temple talks will be given at the Saturday and Sunday Worship Services during the weekends 
following Easter, April 10-11 and 17-18.   Worship and Music Commission Members will be 
available to answer your questions on those weekends.  Thank you in advance for using your 
financial gifts to help make our worship life at Advent even more rich and meaningful!  
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Dear Rev. David Jahn and Members of the Advent Lutheran Church:  

 

I celebrate the fact the your congregation came so close to meeting your 2009 (fiscal 

year ending January 31, 201) covenant for Mission Support.  Your participation in the 

mission of this synod and the Church - wide expression of our church is important to us.  

Your congregation is a significant partner in support of the mission we do together as 

God’s people in the Florida - Bahamas Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-

ica.  On behalf of the many ministries made possible by your mission support dollars, I 

thank you!  

 

Your congregation’s faithful stewardship is praiseworthy.  It is a joy for me to wit-

ness and celebrate your support of the whole mission of our Lord’s Church.  Thank you 

for your partnership.  

 

May God continue to bless and guide your ministry.  

 

With Appreciation and in partnership,  

A RECOMMENDED SHORT READING FROM W & M COMMISSIONER…  

"There is a story of a man who, in search of God, came to study at the feet of an old sage. The master 
brought this young man to a lake and led him out into the shoulder-deep water. Putting his hands upon 
his pupil's head, he promptly pushed him under the water and continued to hold him there until the 
disciple, feeling he would surely drown, frantically repelled the old man's resistance. In shock and 
confusion the young man resurfaced. "What is the meaning of this?" he demanded. His teacher looked 
him in the eyes and said, "When you desire God as you desired air, you shall find Him." 

Deb Bohn 

Worship & Music Commission Chair 
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ADVENT STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION  

April 2010  

 
The mission of our Advent Stewardship Commission is to help our members grow in their relationship 
with Jesus through stewardship of their time, talent, and treasure.  In this regard, the goal of our 
Stewardship Commission is to lift up and encourage Advent’s membership to recognize their Biblical 
responsibility to be good stewards of the blessings God has bestowed on them.  In this month’s 
Advocate, we will examine what it means to be a Biblical Steward and why it is important. 

 
As Christians, we believe that God has created us and has blessed us with all that we have including 
our time, talents and treasures.  Stewardship is returning to God a portion of what He has blessed us 
with in order to support and nourish His kingdom on earth.  Let’s look at one aspect of God’s 
blessings, namely money.  Biblical Stewardship does not require that a Christian despise money or 
discontinue earning it because money is a necessity for daily living.  The Bible does warn that the love 
of money creates evil (1 Timothy 6:10).  It is important not to allow money to become the center of 
one’s life.  When money is not the object of one’s love and devotion, one is free to focus on higher 
things.  Good stewardship encourages a Christian to find true value in life.  If money does not offer 
much to life, what does? 

 
Believing in God offers the righteous a lifetime of wealth (Romans 11:33).  Knowing God and 
understanding his love are the true eternal riches.  Money does not love and does not linger.  It is God 
who stands by and blesses his children in immeasurable amounts—this promise, not money, truly 
satisfies. 

 
Biblical stewardship provides help for the less fortunate.  The Bible states, “Religion that the Father 
accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep 
oneself from being polluted by the world” (James 1:27).  As a Christian, one must reach out to those in 
need, sharing the blessings one has received from God. 

 
We have talked primarily about money in the above paragraphs, but the same principles hold for our 
time and talent also.  A Biblical Steward will also recognize the need to share his/her time and talents 
to support, encourage, and lift-up God’s people. 

 
In future Advocate articles, we will continue to explore the portrait of a Christian Steward.  For now, 
we would like each member of Advent to examine their time, talent, and treasures to see how they 
can support and nourish God’s people. 

NEXT ADVOCATE DEADLINE IS MAY 15TH!  
Don’t forget...you have a month off while I recuperate!  
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY   
    Financial Secretary  
    HELPFUL NOTE # 11:  PLEASE use your envelopes for contributions.  It makes the task of counting so much 
easier.  If you place a check in the offering plate our counters must look up your envelope number, record the 
number on the check, and make a copy of the check for record purposes - all extra work and time for our 
volunteers. 

    FEBRUARY RESULTS: 

Required contributions to meet our approved budget:  $ 40,762 

Contributions received:                                               $ 39,932 

Difference:                                                                - $     830 

Ron Klein, co-Financial Secretary 

FOOD PANTY NEEDS!FOOD PANTY NEEDS!FOOD PANTY NEEDS!    
Advent donates to those in need through SVAAC.  Financial aid and food is distributed here at Advent 
on Thursday nights. We need food donations for this food pantry.   

 

We need the following food items: 

�6 Pasta 

�6 Pasta sauce 

�6 Peanut Butter and Jelly 

�6 Canned Vegetables 

�6 Canned Fruit 

�6 Cereal 

�6 Side Dishes (Rice-A-Roni, etc) 

 
Please leave the items in the bin located in the Knoedler Center. If you have any questions or would 
like to help, please call Kristina Petrik at 321-684-1420.  

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED! 

Thank you notes were received from the following people:  

Bishop Edward Benoway (see page  5)  

Jean Ott  

 

The notes are posted on the bulletin board outside of the main office.   

Please drop by and read them!  

(We would love to print everyone’s notes but we are limited in space!)  
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   EVANGELISM NEWS  

  “Growing Together to Make Christ Known”  
This is Advent’s new “coffee cup” statement. This phrase, adopted by the church council, is 
one that we can all use to talk about Advent. It embodies our mission statement. We can 
use it when we tell our friends and neighbors about our church. 

In the March 6 edition of Florida Today, Norris Burkes answered the question: “What should I look for in a 
church?” He responded, “Look for a place that will reach up, reach in, and reach out.” Imagine a group with 
some members reaching up and in, others reaching up and out, and others reaching in and out. It’s kind of like 
the human knot that my students enjoy. They stand close together, grab hands but not with the person next to 
them, and then they try to get untangled. They are all intertwined. You get the picture. A lot is going on, and 
the people are laughing and having fun.  
Advent is a great example of this kind of church. We have so much to offer. We have meaningful worship that 
reaches up to God. We have a wonderful preacher who uses the Bible to teach us how to follow in Jesus’ 
footsteps. We offer several styles of worship services. The beautiful music from our adult and children’s choirs, 
bell choir, contemporary music group, and organist enhance the worship. We offer Sunday School, Bible 
Studies, small groups, youth groups, and Stephen Ministers who reach in to help our members grow. People 
lend a hand when someone needs help, and we pray for and encourage one another. We reach out through 
our backpack ministry, bread ministry, food pantry, and about 12 other ministries of our Christian Service 
Commission. Some of our groups, like the Men’s Group, Women’s Group, and Youth Group reach in and 
reach out.  
The Evangelism commission is continuing to reach out to visitors. Doris Jannke reported that all of the last 43 
visitors have found Advent through our website.  The new banner is up on the side parking lot. The new tri-
fold brochures and bookmarks are finished. When Doris sends out a letter to visitors, she includes a 
bookmark. She invites people to the new member meetings. Some winter visitors liked her letter so much they 
are taking it to their home church up north. 
Members are doing a good job of reaching out to visitors and guiding them to the Welcome Center. There has 
recently been a steady number of visitors. Many of them are returning because of the warm welcome they 
received from you.  You can take a new brochure or bookmark to give to a neighbor. 
We held a  new member class on March 20th with the new members welcomed on March 21st  during the 
11:00 service. A reception with cake followed the service.  
The new postcard “CAPTURE THE MEANING OF EASTER” should arrive in the mail a couple of days before 
Palm Sunday. It includes all the Holy Week services. We hope you will join us for all the services during Holy 
Week and also invite a friend. 
 
Anita Unrath for Doris Jannke, Acting Evangelism Commissioner 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS!!!  

SAVE THE DATE:  APRI L 18, 2010  

W e are getting a group together to  go see Sanctus Real  at the 
Palm Bay Christian Church on April 18th at 7 PM.   Read your 
announcements for more information to follow!  
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  ADVENT WOMEN’S GROUP  

T he Women of Advent will celebrate Rachel's Day on 
Saturday/Sunday, May 1/2.  Rachel's Day began when concerned 

women of Bethel Lutheran Church, part of the Chicago Metropolitan Synodical Women's Organization, 
stood up for children at risk for violence.  Rachel's Day was adopted by the Women of the ELCA and is to 
be observed the first Sunday in May each year.  The day was named after Rachel in the Book of Jeremiah 
31:15-17 where she weeps for her children in the wilderness. 

     On May 1/2 there will be a container made available in the church for the collection of outside 
recreation items to be given to the DOCK in honor of Rachel's children.  Some ideas for contribution are 
jump ropes, hoola hoops, kickballs, volleyballs, softballs, t-ball stand, sidewalk chalk, etc. 

     Thank you for making the lives of the children at the DOCK better and more joyful through your gifts. 

The Pentecost Project:  

A Celebration of Talents & Gifts  
 

Do you know someone who has a God given talent? 

Would you like to share your talent? 

 

Worship and Music is looking for you to share your talents on  

Pentecost Sunday, May 23 rd. 

The time for this special event is TBA 

 

Performance examples include, but are not limited to:  
small musical offerings, reading aloud individual written poetry, skits/dramas, liturgical dancing, video or 

powerpoint presentations, etc. 

 

Visual examples include, but are not limited to:  

Paintings, pottery, sewing crafts, baking, gardening, basket weaving, photography, etc. 

 

See Doug Grogan or stop by the church office 

to sign-up starting after Easter. 
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MEN’S GROUP NEWS!  
Aloha, 
I hope that you’re all doing well. Dij and I just returned from our two weeks in Spain…marvelous art museums, people, 
food, and wine. We are thankful for the blessing of travel. I was back on Wednesday, and then headed off…jet lag and 
all…to help Men’s Group member Don Rydeen and the Cotton Candy booth at the Strawberry Festival, to benefit the 
Habitat for Humanity. The Men’s Group supports the Cotton Candy booth every year, and this year I was blessed to work 
with different people from different ministries in our church. You learn so much more working side by side with people. 
I’m also happy that blue and pink cotton candy doesn’t stain! 

 
At the February Men’s breakfast…I missed due to “mandatory” travel…, the men assisted Pastor in the Blessing of the 
Bikes ministry. There was a great turnout of bikers. 

 
The Men’s Group made a Lenten Dinner and were blessed by being able to feed our church friends. I appreciate the 
sacrifice that these men made by bringing soup, sandwiches, making lemonade, coffee, and desserts. Working in the 
kitchen, cleaning up the dishes, was a blessing for me to work beside hard workers. 

 
As you can see, the Men’s group is about fellowship and working together for God’s Kingdom. If you are interested, please 
come to the next Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, April 17, 2010 at 9 AM in the Knoedler Center. 

 

Mahalo, 

Rudy Pacarro 

OUR NEXT MEN’S BREAK FAST WILL BE SATURDAY, APRIL  17 TH AT 9:00 AM!  

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN  

APRIL SCHEDULE  
    1st      Business meeting at 10 am in the Knoedler Center Library 
    8th     Advent Quilters at 10 am in Knoedler Center Fellowship hall 
        15th    Bible Study at 10 am in the Knoedler Center Library 
        22nd   Advent Quilters at 10 am in Knoedler Center Fellowship hall 
 
    Here are the numbers of the kits and quilts that were put together throughout 2009—30 Quilts, 43 health kits, 80 
school kits, 38 sewing kits, and 33 layettes.  There were also two boxes of soap sent this year.    There were 29 cartons 
weighing at total of 609 pounds.  Last year, there were 18 cartons weighing 453 pounds.  Ladies, we accomplished much 
more this year! We thank you for all your help. 

 

 

MAY SCHEDULE  
 
May 3 - Advent Women's Business Meeting at 10 am  in Knoedler Center Library 
May 10 - Advent Quilters at 10 am in Knoedler Center Fellowship hall 
May 17 - Bible Study at 10 am in the Knoedler Center Library 
May 24 - Advent Quilters at 10 am in Knoedler Center Fellowship hall 
 

 

Continue collecting soap and health kit items. 
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Our backpack project continues…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are already into April and we are in need of many 

items! We still need (January) SOCKS, (February) 
FLASHLIGHTS, AND (March) ZIPLOC BAGS. In April 

we are collecting CAN OPENERS! Please leave the 
items in the baskets marked BACKPACK PROJECT 
underneath the bread tables in the narthex.  These 

backpacks are given to the homeless in our community 
at Christmas! Please help with this wonderful ministry! 

There are collection bins in the narthex under the 
bread table.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to call the office at 259-8515. 

We only have a few spots left in the school for 
next year.  Stop by and meet the staff and tour 
the school.   Please call Chris at 254 -7139 for 
more information.  

 

THE FLOCK  

WEDNESDAY FROM 7 PM TO 8 PM  

(CHILDCARE IS PROVID ED!)  

The Flock has recognized an increased desire among our community to have a time to explore our faith and Christianity 
mid-way through the week. The Flock is open to ALL AGES and will come together on Wednesday evenings from 7-8PM 
in the Knoedler Center. Bring your small group, friends, family, co-workers, etc... 

Most ages* are welcome to join us for a video study of “Who Was Jesus?” every Wednesday in Lent, culminating with a 
full viewing of “The Passion” on March 31st at 6:30pm.  We want to make this an opportunity for anyone in the church 
or friends of the church to come together to learn more about Christ and each other. Bring the family!  

*Some content may not be suitable for all ages and is up to parental discretion. 

Check Us Out on Facebook to keep up with discussions and upcoming events and studies. 




